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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the present state and problems of organizing
learning activities in the primary level dhamma suksa program; (2) to develop learning activities in the
primary level dhamma suksa program by using problem-based learning approach; and (3) to study results
of organizing learning activities in the primary level dhamma suksa program by using problem-based learning
approach. The respondents were 75 lower-secondary and upper secondary level non-formal education
students who were purposively select from 1 class-room of primary level dhamma suksa program in the
second semester of academic year 2017 of Non-formal and Informal education Muang District center, Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province. Research instruments were: (1) a questionnaire in the forms of rating scale
with the reliability of .97; (2) an interview form; (3) problem-based learning activities plans; (4) achievement
tests; and (5) a satisfaction questionnaire. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test and content analysis. Research results found that: 1) The present state of learning activities
in the primary level dhamma suksa program was in the form of lecturing in a big class-room. The main
problems were the contents were quite difficult to understand and learning activities did not yet encourage
thinking, analyzing and synthesizing knowledge among students. 2) Learning activities in the primary level
dhamma suksa program by using problem-based learning approach which were developed from this study
composted of 8 learning plans, 5 learning plans from Benjasil- Benjadham subject and another 3 learning
plans from Dhamma Vipark subject. Each plan took 3 hours for study. 3) The results of organizing learning
activities in the primary level dhamma suksa program by using problem-based learning approach showed
that students had learning achievement after studying significantly higher than before studying at .05

statistical level. Moreover, students were satisfied with the problem-based learmning program at a high level.

Keywords: Problem-based Learning, Dhramma Suksa Program, Non-formal Education
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